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eyed deity, the Supreme Lord of the Universe who is eternal
who is the refuge of all beings, who in Vedantha is known as
the embodiment of Rig, Yajus, Sama and Atharvaa Vedas is the
true representative of the eternal and ultimate Truth. He uses
these weapons to achieve His objective of rushing to the succour
of His devotees. Similar thoughts are expressed by Swami
Desikan also when he says that the panchayudhams add to the
beauty of the Lord. Desikan says that the panchayudhams are
the symbolic representatives of different qualities viz. tattvam
as stated earlier. He also says that -manas i.e. mind is the
chakra. Sarngam is symbolic representation of sattvika, tamasa
and rajasik qualities (Ahankara gunam). He says that the gada
is the tattvam known as Mahan i.e. BuddhL Nandakam, the
sword is Jnana (knowledge). These symbolic representations
are expressed when the great Tuppil Vallal i.e. Vedanta Desikan
says as follows:

In the Vishnu Sabasranama the 1000th nama refers to God
as"Sarvapraharanaayndha"i.e. one who has all the weapons. It
means that Perumal has these powerful weapons to annihilate
His devotees' distresses! These weapons stay ever ready with
Him to punish the evil doers and protect the distressed who
seek refuge with Him.
The various weapons of Maha Vishnu are described by
the various names that occur towards the end of Vishnu Sahas-
ranama. Thus, the namas from 993 to 998 refer to His important
weapons. Nama 993 refers to Perumal as "Sankha Bhruth". It
means He is a person who holds the sankha i.e. conch. The
conch is known as Tancha-janyam". The conch is the repre-
sentation and embodiment of the ahankara-tattvam. Tamasa is
also known as afamTcflr^nn It is the origin of the source of all
tife five Bhoothas. Nama 994 refers to Maha vishnu as "Nan-
dakf Le. one Who has Nandaka, the sword. Nama 995 refers
to Maha Vishnu as "Chakri* Le. one Who has the chakra or
discos, Nama 996 says Perumal is "Sarnga dhanva". Literally
translated, it means that Perumal is the person who has the